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(54) VARIABLE VALVE SYSTEM DEVICE OF INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE To avoid malfunction by returning lubricating oil 
pressure to an initial state at the time when it is excessively 
lowered and to prevent occurrence of large torque fluctuation as a 
plural number of variable valve system mechanisms are 
simultaneously switched over. 

CONSTITUTION: A valve lift adjusting mechanism 40 switches a 
cam to drive a suction valve by connection or disconnection of a 
main locker arm and a sub locker arm to or from each other to a 
cam for low speed and a cam for high speed in accordance with a 
driving condition. A valve timing adjusting mechanism 70 delays or 
advances opening and closing time of the suction varve by relatively 
rotating a cam pulley 71 and a camshaft 72 synchronzing with a 
crankshaft These switchover is carried out by hydraulic pressure 
through hydraulic pressure changeover valves 45, 79. At the time 
when lubricating oil pressure detected by a hydraulic pressure 
sensor 80 is excessively lowered, the hydraulic pressure changeover 
valve 79 of the valve timing adjusting mechanism 70 is first 
switched OFF, and thereafter, the hydraulic pressure changeover 
valve 45 of the valve lift adjusting mechanism 40 is switched OFF. 
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-f 5>yaa««7 o«^)ft#7 9*«*koff£ 




( 2 ) 

I 

[§£#311] 7**aX-*«^<0«E<D«l&, #± 

ffi $ tlfz »E*«SttfiE «fc 0 fi < & ^ fc t €T ±E»E 
Mf9#(r i*f*E*!6*Jljl:-r S»E«ft«it*»t, 10 

E*K*n*ct*j***a<o^«ft#««ct>tiT 

±ERSttE*-tn-6na&e»-frfcct*#at , r 

SE»#«MI©RS»E*, A^^'J^Mttt^SBWlr 
Sflsf* »I« »#«DI<Oia!S«lE J: 0 t>S < RS Ufc £ 

tz#mt?zmim 1 Ett0rt8ttn®pjsift#« 

20 

T*?f*»#««<Dt»£ttE <fc 0 »E**e^Rltt, AMI, 

h»tt^a»»^*fl:-r«»nj*ft#««ia)»E# 

it 2 Ett<oftJ!BttH0?T£ib#gR. 

ia*«4] ±E<o/^^u7h»tt^a«wir«ft 

*D, ±EA^^'J7Mttt*iaBtt^*{k-r-5»I3E» 

ft»ffl*Ai:KaS!*A<OH-fn^-*<3!)U 30 

2 Sfctt 3 KE«<0I*9 

«AWt&nTJ30* St^^lOpJ^i!i#«|^COR^?ftE 
»»«0^*»#«*©R£iil!E J; D t> ft < R£ b 
fc: 1 Ett®rtK4M<?>»rSn# 

[0 0 0 1] 40 
(P#€r«»LT»»«#i:E-r) 0>/W 

»#*Rwi-r*. 

[0 00 2] 

h£D"y*7-A*X-f >y7-A**UT*»ft#IZ 



1*81* 8- 1 7 7 4 3 6 
2 

5o -t<D^-«£LT\ «*.«»RBB6 3- 1 6 7 0.1 6 

«ai!*At«as!*/*t&*RbT43#. ^n-6nn 

tt»TSiDy*7-A* ( l:tf»|D-y*7-A&*|!t 
« UTltt** t> L < 0 Hit * i: 7 ir U 

a>w#i&*;fc*<R£s*rn>*. 

[0 0 0 3] ^7>^vt7hW^Ayt 
;i^*-f S >y ^igifl J: 5 Lfc/W:/*^ 5 > 

I* J: 0, W^U7h^J«t$ 

[0 0 0 5] 

zLX-^HB^^mpo^miftE^^fe^n^ifr 
[0006] tz?>T, mmto0&m.i>mmz.m&£t£ 

Z>£* «»»fl>«S**«ftTL. 7£?MX-*»'\«j|ft 

■»tt<OttE**3r*©*E«fc0ft< 
?H£ft#««^«)J|!iBE«»%3||jhL, 

[0007] bA^u^b, ±E<o/t;ir^u 7 bmmm 

«l^t>P^-f * >^RR«0 £5ttTO»#ttft£ 

[0 0 0 8] «aa*At«ai!*A<3!)«J!JMHc 
[0 0 0 9] 



3 ) 



8I$¥8- 1 7 7 4 3 6 



3 



M(isfk$-tt5^&©Bj^a,#^«it. &*j$:®#®m [ooi6] ztzm*m3o%wT\t, «#©A*yy 

*S4«±f5iSS**S«lt*gi. fcffiATfcSrt&a [0 0 1 7) ■3M4 0SW?*<f$>?nsiM|ii. 

■©^*»*««C*l>T. «8©iiJ$8)#*l*©<t> *A**7h©*5>***7hfc*m&tttt«fl:S 
T. H-©M«E*frTT»E0M&S*lSCfc*«*6 10 ttacfci:*!). A^yij7htttt«RWni:«fl:S« 

*»©««»#»llfc:Hvra. ±EB*l*K**n-e 6. /WT^ 7 hMMMWi; tt*g*A&K 

[ooio] *cM*>R2©xH-rM:. >w/«j7 Mt e^f^ctjicko. a;wu7 httfttftnmcxft 

7>) 7 hfttt#BMmcSfcr« TOM#ttM©R&tt [0018] £fcS)*JB 5 ©£?8T«. BEttTWfc. 

[0011] SfeR*a3©XB-Ctt. ±B©W7*y M*M>ttEftttfltKfcn, *C, ®&<i!l©pJSSI!>*'«i 

o »EAt«.uwa. /opt* y 7 n#tt)wak««i::«fcT [0019] 

«TOI^ttll©ttEffjkft**6ttEflUWS<s©tt 20 [%Kfl] aT, £©£?8©-£l»0i|£@®t::£-sr(,>T 

[0 0 12]g*S4B<fc5i:, ±BOW»J7H» [00 20] BIB. K^#9(B9lCpI^Si#«l*t LT 

tta j i!*8ttK&ifc-r3 WAtf*A->* W7*y 7 m§b«^4 0 tnjpy^-f 5 >vmm.mm 

7 h©i75>i7->i-7 hiz^rdttffi«xfl:d««/xjw 7 0 t«wtfc?j*»#««©-3)ag*itsbTv»a. 

^•f 3>i/i3S®^T'feO. ±12A';i,7y7M#tt»i [00 2 1] if. ;^'J7hai«|4 0l:^f 

[0013] £fe**g5©3E«-ctt. ®%.#t#%# >n v *->* 7 h3**br->y>^y h 

wxn#WR©RettE«. tcft«©iiTXWF«ii©i! i©**Ktt«a#9©;iyABaE3«rr*7 , s?* 



SMCKTTftt. ftTOft4HMK©*Efttt#>Mjl: i»SnT*0. C©o- 7 1 4»cft3S3!;*jA 2 1*»£ 

Stl. 'W7iJ7h*tt«<*ftt£;:£C&««t. ME RTa.kSCftrjTUa. 

Wft**lt?«R£nE*tat>fi:||ft*©T. iSEftlg [0 0 2 3] *-f >Dy*7-A 1 tt¥ffi0±fi«*§JB 

&lta*&pJ£Ii#««Tli*£fTSftS. *»rntf. KI«SftT*D. U-y l 4 fc*A/Pl«3tifcBn 
**®TOB#WMtfttEfiTCffeT^Ktt)9Ifcb 40 «C*7a9;ft7W»2ro»7&nT»«. C©-y-7-Q 

[0 0 15] ttl=**92 ©***». jftEfiT^tC. ;W>ay*7-AlC«»B«™«Hi«*m» 

n)vy^yv^mmm i \z'stm^% *. *7o»*^7M 6tt**D5,*7-A2c» 

'R#IMK©ttEftttfti»rfcn. *te. rt»7U7H» J*S*ifc^l 7t»»?IBfcBftr*-7i. *-r>dy 

tt««RmirXftr«?TXft#BJ|^©ttEMtt]»t»rfe *7-A 1 K«j*$nfcft 1 8 CEASttTl**. 

tl*. 'M>7~ij7MtfttfSft-r«£. l*38S«H©Hi?J [0 0 2 4] *7D?ft7-A2tt!Rft#9£3irr« 

(afiTT*©T. ttEftT#tMB©±ffCjgB-r**>© g&fiSrfcfcir. B3C*TJ:-5l:..*©jaicttKaai 

T&ntf. S*]©pI3g»i#S«^©fiSS«JSf?itlr«tO *A2 2C»«T**A7*n7«2 3*«PM*C*IB 

ftHMtttTU f*E*»6Mrr5pI«tt3»i*a. c©J:5 LTJg«sn. •t©TBCttC©*A7*D7«-2 3* 
C»E««B«rntf, ^7U7M*&»«ailH»CS6fl: 50 »Bffl*A2 2fc*Lttl*inxi**-->3>X7'y> 



«J4EJ;DfeS<i8«Lfc <1 
[0 0 14] 

[«UB] R#a 1 ©UlJfcTWL &*H£»i#«|#!©7£g 1 



[0 0 2 2] ^-f>Dy*7-Ali:tt, H7K13 



( 4 ) 

5 

[0 0 2 5] *4 >Uyft7-U\\Z\*^7uyh7- 

fton* K-va >X7U >tf 2 5(OTaH03«2 6 
OJ&M2 6 aK^J&U J e(0±®i[H]g5 2 6llfiliga 

[0 0 2 61 fi*ffl*A2 1 tmmm*j*2 2\t*ti* 
-r^^tr, *aa*A2 2«ftaffi*A'2 ittt^ a 

[0 0 2 7] pDy*7-Al, 2*ai:i:att$ii-J5 

?1-dT7 = 7>v> 3 3, 3 1, 3 4rt*»fteftfctK£S 
nxi^ 0 7^^al-^ft5^7>yt3 3 CD If 20 

«:iiu^->x7U >y 3 8^£i^nn^ B 

[0 0 2 8] »EEa»4 3^&*3&»n-6f^»»E)&tfii^ 
<h. U^->X7'J>^3 80#^|:J;D77>yt 
3 3, 3 1»7d7*7-A2<!:^<>D7^7-A 

>Oyi37-Ixl WPy*7-A2l:i|oTKftt 30 

£ c <h ic j; o iag#d«-» t U o T«»-r 

[0 0 2 9] «lffiaB4 3tt/-f>ny*7-A143J: 
* -f > D -y * v * 7 h 3 bTI£tt bnt*5 

[0030] A;wy^<5>ya*ini7 ofc-3 

^TRWT*. Wk/**5>yBBW»7 0tt. *A 
y 1 7 b 7 2 t*A^-»J 7 1 ©Hl:«»6n. 

*£A*J:5fc&oTl»a. *A7-U71ttM5> 40 

[00 3 1 ] B4Jr^rj:a^ ^>t7h72© 
«W:»H»©-f >tA0y >y 6 5A*#;PH6 4 

[0 0 3 2] -f >1-/\i?i?>?6 5£7V*?!\VV>>? 
6 3©HirttU>^*<D^U*;i,*77 3»g$nt 50 



ffl?8-17 74 3 6 
6 

^2» B ^U*^*77 3tt, A^x^-f 

nmtm&K a'J^jM77 3*«*ii#isfc#Brr* 
7^*/\^>y6 3ii^LT<>^-/\^i;>y6 

5)WB»@eU *A7-'J 7 1 C»?>^Ayt7h 
7 2©tt«***fl:T*«l:-5t^^TV^» 

[0 0 3 3] 72?3.3L-i?BttjiZ>'i>i-/\'>5?>{/ 
6 5t7^^A-)y>^6 3t^'J*;U*7 7 305^(3 
te»ES7 5**BJfcSftTtv&. j|||EB7 SKIbMl* 
»BE**«Bf*«*lBAT±»*rii:, / \U^jW7 7 3 
**ffl»tt«^ b U >X7 'J >y 7 4 fctt LTl*#ft 
K^SrT&CtK^D, *Ayt7h7 2Mg#9(D 

[0 0 3 4]ffc3fo^ '\»J*;U*7 7 3»«ID«tt«fc 

[0 0 3 5] »E*7 5K«1* *V>t7h7 2 
\zm^tl1MlL7 St, y'J>^7H6 9t:M$ 
tlfc*-fMt7U5 9t, *D7-fX7 7t, ->'J> 

X* *-f;U*>75 7**S<Ol±HSttE*H*A$n*.. 

[0036] ^lt, £©»E£a:»;jiitt;tafcafr 

UT0IH«H»$nS«»W«|#7 9**»t&tlT^S. 
«0i«Hft#7 9tt#a«l»|caoj:^fc^}L7 8&6RC* 
TMiffi*7 5fc»d»n5»EE*ftT$-fr» 9«l«l::ftN 
717 8€rHSLT»£Em7 5 K*j&>ft*ttEE£i(a&* J: 

[0 0 3 7] A;i^'J 7 hPlBtg$«i 4 0 t A^^-f 5 
>yg8BIMl7 0<Z)«»P#fttUT, flM#4 5<h 
7 9 ©H^mpt^a > h D-;i,a - 7 h 

[0 0 3 8] zi>ha-ji^L~ y bs n>i>y® 

««£.fc*s»0>jftBEA«*, n»MiB«^AA$ 
n> cne<DftmMns^>rx>v>h;p/7(DiL«^ 

W7U7Mli4^0M^n*li: 
[0 0 3 9] AiKtiniOiSttXttoiifittBlr. 

^m?S£E^fem-r^^E-t>u-8 o*«it6nr*o, 

^co^ttifi^^iaa >ho-j^z 7 h 5 1 
*ITV>*. SfflttE&C0J:5l;:£&(;:ttffltt'f 

[0 0.4 0] Sfcfc. ttEftTBfcae#fca***g 



( 5 ) 

7 

[0 04 1] ±e*£H©fl£fflll'3tvcKW-r 

[0 0 4 2] 0 5 tt. «HaC*ftlr»T6A^^U7 

tt»«r*TttWHT*0, B*T* .to 

TtoL /W7U:7h«S««4 0JW(Bffl*A2 2*B 

«U A/l,^>f5>ygBB««|7 0^IBHWJB*»n 

3Ct*5. /1^U7HgH»««i4 0O«B««l#4 5 
©Oi\J&«»*3!*A2 2(3, OFF3&*ft*S*>A2 III 10 
-tlnenjtJBT*. fSfc/W:/^ ^ >?BStRtt 7 0 
<0««»»#7 9<OON T 36«BBB«W©«*«lr. OFF 

«tt«Hft#4 5*«ON\ ««WH#7 9A*0-FFfc 

[0 0 4 3] frO*ft«fl»<Z)ft«T 
tt* •B«»#4 5*«OFF, ««««#7 9*tONt 

<&. 

[0 0 4 4] S^fC«llfi»«T, 3&Ofift«f«©«* 20 
Til, PimSB£J&#45, 7 9**OFF£&D. ftSS! 

[0 0 4 5] ^Oct^/j:*a«lll#4 5, 7 9 4>ON, 
OFFMWi, ±^>ha-)V^L-yhS X\Z : ^^ 

«#4 5 <bmB#)&#7 9 fctt, -tti-etiHWcoftlWv " 

te> W K O N t & & C £ t > «fc o \zm 2 tiX 

KZit** mm\Z\t, *©ON****-«T»BLTl3. 30 

[0 0 4 6] 3>hD-j^- y h5 1 Clfc^T 

fft^ttfet, «BQIt#4 5. 7 9tf)ONf£g)££S 
[0 0 4 7] 06^5j:^®7tC^T7D-^^-h^ 

^-K<oxx^yiT«ii©ft«^iHiigwrfta$n 40 

^-f5>yaS««t7 0r>*0«W«l#7 9<DON« 

— ON^T^tlH X5 t y^4^jt*. fftBE 
tC»^<*l»pj75yFT<0«il|*«Sr-5. Z0)K 
pj7^FTt;L ri j 3«c«B««|#7 9<DON£HPpJ 

^T, X7 L y^4TBFaJ77yFT»< r i j co^^li 
KD* Xxy75^it^«a«l«#7 9*Oi\ < fr 50 



l*flB¥8- 1 7 7 4 3 6 
8 

6o KpJ^jfFTA* roj XxyT3-v 
JtA/e. «B««#7 9*OFFfcTSo P9«K. 7f 

ON««Tfc*ltf, m2fTpj7^^FL^OXfFpr^SI 
rij T*5C<t**fttbT«B«Mft#4 5* 

oxt-r* Ut778, xt779) . *-ttana>« 

£12* Xfy77m«ll*#4 5*OFFtn. 

[0 0 4 8] flfpj7^yFT, FLttB7©7D-?t 
-Mr«oT»Jfc£*i*. T&fc>*>. Xf771 ITi 
ffi-fe>*8 0*«ttfflbfe»fl£P*tt*a*, CM^l 
«3e»EPl*«fc«»2KS»ffiP2tXxy^l 243 
<fctfX^71 6T^n^mfc&T*. *B<D*lbBEP*f 
SSlKftttEPl AOfc^Ji&Ktt, fcUfpJ^fF 
T£ rij tt* (Xf'>71 3) . *LT* Il^t 
lEPlttTO^CH miflFpJ7^yFT=& roj 

■t-r* (xf77H) t<ht>n. »E«T£**rr* 

£ftfc*«T8 l£jS«rr* Ur>71 5) . 

*B©aEP*«2B3tttffiP2<fcoa^«&fc 
ft, B2flFpl7^^FL^ r 1 j tL Uf771 

7) , *2iasMiEP2eiT<o*^ttt, m2ft-ei?7 

i^FL^ roj <fcTS Ut^I 8) . C^T, AVI 
y^-f 5>yBBIMI7 0OtD«BM#7 9 (DON 
*itttEtfe**lK«»ffiP Hi, /t;^U7h9ifi 
&#4 O^^OlMi#4 5 0ONMiEi:^i 
2K«»ffiP 2 J:Ofc«<K3fe$tlT^-5. 
[0 0 4 9] fifot, C<0*Jfi«»r*5UTtt. iSWttig 

BBW*#7 9**OFF*BtR0, *IC«B«*#4 
5*«OFF*BlCRS. iifoT, 2^i©pI*ft#||«lo 
* 0 /t;i^-f * >ypfg*8ff| 7 0 7 hP3& 

MR 4 0tAiH«F«r«0«*>6'fC, eTroWFHJS**-* 

[0 0 5 0] ifc»#(0/t^>-f 5>yWB«»7 0 
**0 F F £ia? »J y h*#tt*«*flsT ^5 C <h IC^ 

s±#A«i»jtsn4. sem* HwaBofiT^seai 

WUy^<5>yiBB«*7 0«)«B««l#7 
9**OFFt&ofcft»"l?»EE**@a-r*nI»tt^* 
0, /t^U7hBiB«fll4 0OBB««#4 5©OF 
Ftt»£@»T#*ltf«ttat**. ^tC, 

;»tt**B«Wfc«flrrs/tj^-f 5>yBlB««l7 o 
<D^5t(zOFFt^:^(0T. h^i7^(k$:-g 
K^i?*{t***»WK*#(r^;U^U 7 hi! 

5.- 

[0 0 5 1] £fcB8li. ^77^FT, FL^f 
T*4E-fe>U-8 0*t*ffiLfc»EP*tt*5i^. ^tl^ 



( 6 ) 

9 

t&S»2RSJ*EP2J;0*)«<»S$nTlr><b. II 

>y2 3^it^. SlBFpJ7 7^FTi3«J;tf»2llF?l7 
^^/FL^.rij ff$ 0 SlRSHlffiP 1»T<0«£ 

SHUS4 0 D tl«0«#4 5 ©O F Fa*T»4d» 
OFFMTtnii Xf7^2 7T«2 
tfpJ^yFL* r 0 J tt5, OFFflWWIoSDO 
N««7?*ntf> Xf'>7 F 2 8?£&f;:jttEP£fl$2R 
Si*EP2<!:£tfc«U »2»S»ffiP2«T©«* 
HU Xt-v72 7TS2SFpJ77^FL^ r 0j ft 

[0 0 5 2] «oT, £(0£««K:*3t>TWU iBfiifeE 

^<5>yffl8«*7 0O«e«m#7 9*«jt%trOF 20 

A^yiJ7ha««Ml4 0(O«««)«#4 5tt, Pl£ 
P>P2©iaKL 5«5*ftA«ON««&nn/«t^lHr)v 
ON«»(Cft»3n* ao-fiOFFS«<fcfc*itf. o 
FF*il:l)6sns. *0&a&, Ssastfr+I;:**!;: 

OFT*>&OX^<7399ttftt»jj:3 - 
*i*fc«>, P2^Pi:^ofc»jST»«Wlco 
Nd»6OFF'\«)0!(lA6nSpIi6tt***fe<ftr), X 
aLte^h^^*ft*«*|»itT€«>. 30 
[0 0 5 3]«±* Com®** K»«fc2t3<OpJ«|b 

TR9ILfc#, £®38W;JU 2blc£&conj£if)#&$f$ 

TCD*, RS»E*Sfc&-&ttKJ;K 
[0 0 5 4] C(058Wtt, »*«t#»«OTn 

#K^*»#««£Rttfc*£<DSW©-«£ * l, tu 
^*»#BJS<0««W«t#<DON. OFF£M»-r«* 

iXryfZ 2&&ZfXTy?Z 6) fc, ©mtHfTBJ? 
7^F ifcJ:tf«a««Fpl77yFeC0«5fe Uf-;7 
3 4£<fctfX5 1 :y73 8) (Cgcfl^Tv &3H8#)&#CD 
OX, OFF^Slt^^o 

[00 5 5] @10ll 9t*Iy5?Fl, Fe^RjTT 50 



#B8¥8- 17 7 4 3 6 
10 

<5H7tlSBaO7P-yi~hT*0. X7774 1 
TttEt>*8 0*«ttffiU/!:ttEP*K*a*, C*t£ 
**«»S»EPe4i3ck-tfi8a«»SJftEP i tXfy 
74 2&<kltZTy74 6 T^tt^ftifc&-f 3. ^®<7) 
aEP^»a«RSttEPeJ:0!Bti«^»Ztt, »ftM 
§T*J77yFe£ r i j £L Uf774 3) . .ttflM 
RS»EPeHT0>«£Ktt* *»«||FBl77yFe'* 

roj (t-rsttfeic, »&*T8 i*,««rr* ut^ 
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(54) [Title of the invention] 

Variable valve system device of internal combustion engine 
(57) [Abstract] 
[Objective] 

To prevent malfunction by returning lubricating oil pressure to an initial state when it is 
excessively lowered and to prevent multiple variable valve system mechanisms from being 
simultaneously switched over and causing large torque fluctuations. 

[Structure] 

A valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 switches an intake valve drive cam between a low 
speed cam and a high speed cam by connecting/disconnecting a main rocker arm 1 / a sub 
rocker arm 2 according to operation conditions. A valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 
relatively rotates a cam pulley 71 and a camshaft 72 synchronizing with a crankshaft to 
delay or advance the opening/closing time of the intake valve. Switchovers are performed 
by means of oil pressure changeover valves 45 and 79 based on oil pressure. When an oil 
pressure sensor 80 detects excessively lowered lubricating oil pressure, the oil pressure 
changeover valve 79 of the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is first switched OFF 
and, then, the oil pressure changeover valve 45 of the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 
is switched OFF. 

[Claims] 

[Claim 1] 

A variable valve system device of internal combustion engine comprising: 
multiple variable valve system mechanisms that change the valve lift property of intake or 
exhaust valves continuously or stepwise according to whether or not actuators receive oil 
pressure supply, 

multiple oil pressure control valves that control oil pressure supply to the actuators of the 
variable valve system mechanisms, 
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a control means that outputs control signals to the oil pressure control valves according to 
engine operation conditions, 

an oil pressure detection means that detects the lubricating oil pressure of the internal 
combustion engine, and 

an oil pressure supply inhibition means that inhibits the oil pressure control valves from 
supplying oil pressure when a detected oil pressure is lower than a pre-determined oil 
pressure, characterized by the fact that: 

among the multiple variable valve system mechanisms, multiple variable valve system 
mechanisms that possibly receive oil pressure supply under the same engine operation 
conditions have different pre-determined oil pressures. 

[Claim 2] 

The variable valve system device of internal combustion engine according to Claim 1 
characterized by the fact that the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift 
properties changed continuously has a higher pre-determined oil pressure than a variable 
valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise. 

[Claim 3] 

The variable valve system device of internal combustion engine according to Claim 2 
characterized by the fact that the switching of the variable valve system mechanism 
having valve lift properties changed stepwise from the no oil pressure state to oil pressure 
supply state is inhibited while the oil pressure is lower than the pre*determined oil 
pressure of the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed 
continuously. 

[Claim 4] 

The variable valve system device of the internal combustion engine according to Claim 2 or 
3 characterized by the fact that the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift 
properties changed continuously is a valve timing adjustment mechanism that changes the 
phase of a camshaft in relation to a crankshaft and the variable valve system mechanism 
having valve lift properties changed stepwise is a valve lift adjustment mechanism that 
selectively transfers the lift of one of the low speed and high speed cams to the 
intake/exhaust valves. 
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[Claim 5] 

The variable valve system device of internal combustion engine according to Claim I 
characterized by the fact that both intake and exhaust valves are provided with the 
variable valve system mechanism and the variable valve system mechanism of the exhaust 
valves has a higher pre-determined oil pressure than the variable valve system 
mechanism of the intake valves. 

[Detailed explanation of the invention] 

[0001] 

[Scope of the invention] 

The present invention relates to a variable valve system device that changes the valve lift 
properties of intake or exhaust valves (collectively termed intake/exhaust valves) of an 
internal combustion engine according to engine operation conditions. 

[0002] 

[Prior art technology] 

The variable valve system device of an internal combustion engine generally transfers cam 
lift to intake/exhaust valves via a rocker arm or a swing arm to push and open the 
intake/exhaust valves that are biased in the closing direction by valve springs. For 
example, preferable lift properties differ between low speed operation and high speed 
operation. Therefore, a variety of variable valve system devices that can change the valve 
lift properties according to operation conditions have been proposed. For example, in a 
structure disclosed in Japanese Laid Open Patent Application S63- 167016, low speed and 
high speed cams having different profiles are juxtaposed on a camshaft and a main rocker 
arm and a sub rocker arm driven by them are connected or disconnected as required. 
Generally, the high speed cam has a larger cam lift rate and a longer valve opening period 
than the low speed cam.. 



[0003] 
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Further, a variable valve system device having a valve timing adjustment mechanism with 
which the phase of the camshaft in relation to the crankshaft is changed to delay or 
advance the opening/closing of the intake/exhaust valves is in practical use in some prior 
art applications. In such a device, the valve lift properties are not changed in profile, i.e. 
the operation central angle (the crank angle at the center of the opening and closing 
periods). 

[0004] 

Further, a variable valve system device using a combination of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism based on the cam changes and the valve timing adjustment mechanism has 
been proposed. Combining the two, the valve lift can be changed in size while the 
opening and closing times can be changed, further complying with requirements under 
different operation conditions. 

[0005] 

[Problems overcome by the invention] 

The variable valve system mechanism such as the valve lift adjustment mechanism and 
the valve timing adjustment mechanism described above generally utilizes a hydraulic 
drive system switched over by supplying or suspending the lubricating oil pressure of an 
internal combustion engine to an actuator. 

[0006] 

When the temperature of the lubricating oil becomes excessively high, the lubricating oil 
has lower viscosity, which results in lowering the oil pressure supplied to the actuator and 
failing to ensure normal operation. It has been proposed that when the lubricating oil 
pressure becomes lower than a specific oil pressure, the oil pressure supply to the variable 
valve system mechanism is inhibited and the variable valve system mechanism is 
maintained in the initial state regardless of operating conditions (for example, Japanese 
Laid-Open Patent Application No. H05 2408). 



[0007] 
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However, when the oil pressure supply to the variable valve system mechanism is abruptly 
stopped according to the lowered oil pressure in an internal combustion engine comprising 
multiple variable valve system mechanisms such as the valve lift adjustment mechanism 
and the valve timing adjustment mechanism described above, overall significantly large 
torque fluctuations occur, possibly causing the driver an unpleasant sensation. 

[0008] 

Particularly, when a mechanism that changes a valve lift property stepwise by switching 
between high speed and low speed cams is abruptly switched over, a step change in torque 
can be sensed. 

[0009] 

[Problem resolution means] 

The present invention provides a variable valve system device of internal combustion 
engine comprising multiple variable valve system mechanisms that change the valve lift 
properties of intake or exhaust valves continuously or stepwise according to whether or not 
actuators receive oil pressure supply, multiple oil pressure control valves that control oil 
pressure supply to the actuators of the variable valve system mechanisms, a control means 
that outputs control signals to the oil pressure control valves according to engine operation 
conditions, an oil pressure detection means that detects the lubricating oil pressure of the 
internal combustion engine, and an oil pressure supply inhibition means that inhibits the 
oil pressure control valves from supplying oil pressure when a detected oil pressure is 
lower than a pre determined oil pressure, characterized by the fact that among the 
multiple variable valve system mechanisms, multiple variable valve system mechanisms 
that possibly receive oil pressure supply under the same engine operation conditions have 
different predetermined oil pressures. 

[0010] 

Particularly in the invention according to Claim 2, the variable valve system mechanism 
having valve lift properties changed continuously has a higher pre-determined oil pressure 
than the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise. 
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[0011] 

In the invention according to Claim 3, the switching of the variable valve system 
mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise from the no oil pressure state to 
the oil pressure supply state is inhibited while the oil pressure is lower than the 
pre-determined oil pressure of the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift 
properties changed continuously. 

[0012] 

As described in Claim 4, the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties 
changed continuously is a valve timing adjustment mechanism that changes the phase of a 
camshaft in relation to a crankshaft and the variable valve system mechanism having 
valve lift properties changed stepwise is a valve lift adjustment mechanism that 
selectively transfers the lift of one of the low speed and the high speed cams to the 
intake/exhaust valves. 

[0013] 

In the invention according to Claim 5, both intake and exhaust valves are provided with 
the variable valve system mechanism and the variable valve system mechanism of the 
exhaust valves has a higher pre-determined oil pressures than the variable valve system 
mechanisms of the intake valves. 

[0014] 

[Efficacy] 

With the structure according to Claim 1, when the lubricating oil pressure is excessively 
lowered while the actuators of the variable valve system mechanisms receive the oil 
pressure supply, the oil pressure supply to the variable valve system mechanisms is 
inhibited and the valve lift properties are changed. However, the pre-determined oil 
pressures for inhibiting the oil pressure supply are different; therefore, the oil pressure 
supply to the variable valve system mechanisms are inhibited. In other words, multiple 
variable valve system mechanisms are not simultaneously switched over as a result of a 
lowered oil pressure, alleviating torque fluctuations. 



Translation of JPH08-1 77436 8 

[0015] 

Particularly in the invention according to Claim 2, when the oil pressure is lowered, the oil 
pressure supply to the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties 
changed continuously is stopped first and then, the oil pressure supply to the variable 
valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise is stopped. With 
the valve lift properties being changed, the internal combustion engine power is reduced. 
When the lowered oil pressure is caused by an elevated oil temperature, the oil 
temperature may drop and the oil pressure may be recovered after the oil pressure supply 
to the first variable valve system mechanism is stopped. If the oil pressure is thus 
recovered, inevitably the variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties 
changed stepwise is switched over. 

[0016] 

In the invention according to Claim 3, the oil supply is not resumed even if the operation 
conditions are changed when the oil pressure supply to the variable valve system 
mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise is suspended after the oil 
pressure supply to the former variable valve system mechanism having valve lift 
properties changed continuously is stopped. 

[0017] 

In the invention according to Claim 4, the valve timing adjustment mechanism changes 
the phase of a camshaft in relation to a crankshaft, changing the valve lift property 
stepwise. The valve lift adjustment mechanism selectively transfers the lift of one of the 
low speed and high speed cams to the intake/exhaust valves, changing the valve lift 
property stepwise. 

[0018] 

In the invention according to Claim 5, when the oil pressure is lowered, the oil pressure 
supply to the exhaust variable valve system mechanism having smaller influence on 
torque is first stopped and, then, the oil pressure supply to the intake variable valve 
system mechanism is stopped 
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[0019] 

[Embodiments] 

Embodiments of the present invention are described in detail hereafter with reference to 
the drawings. 

[0020] 



Fig.l shows an embodiment of the variable valve system device having a valve lift 
adjustment mechanism 40 and a valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 as the variable 
valve system mechanism of intake valves 9. 

[0021] 

First, the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 is described. As further shown in Figs. 2 
and 3, each cylinder has a main rocker arm 1 for a pair of intake valves 9; The main 
rocker arm 1 is rotatably supported at the base end by a cylinder head 69 via a main 
rocker shaft 3 shared by the cylinders. Threaded through the main rocker arm 1 at the 
tip via nuts 11, adjusting screws 10 abut the stem tops of the intake valves 9. 

[0022] 

A roller 14 is rotatably supported by a shaft 13 via a needle bearing in the main rocker 
arm 1. A low speed cam 21 abuts the roller 14. 

[0023] 

The main rocker arm 1 has a nearly rectangular shape in a plane view. A sub rocker arm 
2 is provided in an opening juxtaposed with the roller 14. The base end of the sub rocker 
arm 2 is relatively rotatably coupled to the main rocker arm 1 via a sub rocker shaft 16. 
The sub rocker shaft 16 is slidably fit into a bore 17 formed in the sub rocker arm 2 and 
pressed in a bore 18 formed in the main rocker arm 1. 

[0024] 

No part of the sub rocker arm 2 d abuts the intake valves 9. As shown in Fig.3, at the top 
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end of the sub rocker arm 2 provided is a cam follower 23 that protrudes in an arc shape, 
over which a high speed cam 22 slides. Underneath, is provided a lost motion spring 25 
that presses the cam follower 23 against the high speed cam 22. 

[0025] 

A cylindrical recesses 26 located directly below the sub rocker arm 2 for supporting the lost 
motion spring 25 is integrally formed in the main rocker arm 1. The lost motion spring 
25 has a coil shape, of which the bottom end seats on the bottom face 26a of the recess 26 
and the top end abuts a projection 28 integrally formed on the sub rocker arm 2 via a 
retainer 27 slidably fit in the recess 26. 

[0026] 

Integrally formed on a common cam shaft 72, the low speed cam 21 and high speed cam 22 
have different shapes (including analogues different in size) that satisfy the valve lift 
properties required during the low speed and high speed engine operations, respectively. 
In this embodiment, as shown in Fig.5, the high speed cam 22 has a profile for a larger 
valve lift rate and a larger operation angle (a longer opening period) than the low speed 
cam 21. 

[0027] 

Plungers 33, 31, and 34 are slidably fit in the main rocker arm 1 and sub rocker arm 2 to 
appropriately couple the rocker arms 1 and 2. An oil pressure passage 43 is connected 
behind the plunger 33 serving as an actuator. A return spring 38 is provided behind the 
plunger 34. 

[0028] 

When the operation oil pressure through the oil pressure passage 43 is low, the plungers 
33 and 31 are withdrawn into the sub rocker arm 2 and main rocker arm 1, respectively, 
because of the biasing force of the return spring 38, thus not interfering with their rocking 
movement. In other words, they are released. On the other hand, when the operation oil 
pressure through the oil pressure passage 43 is increased, the plungers 33 and 31 push the 
return spring 38 and slide into the main rocker arm 1 and sub rocker arm 2, and they are 
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rocked together. 
[0029] 

The oil pressure passage 43 is formed through the main rocker am 1 and main rocker shaft 
3. The discharge oil pressure of an oil pump 57 is introduced via an electromagnetic 
changeover valve 45 only during a specific high speed operation. 

[0030] 

The valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is described hereafter. The valve timing 
adjustment mechanism 70 is provided between the camshaft 72 and cam pulley 71 to 
change their phases according to operation conditions, changing the opening/closing time 
of the intake valves 9. The cam pulley 71 receives the rotation force from a crankshaft 
(un-shown) via a timing belt 66. 

[0031] 

As shown in Fig.4, a cylindrical inner housing 65 is fixed at the end of the camshaft 72 via 
a bolt 64. A cylindrical outer housing 63 is rotatably fitted on the outer periphery of the 
inner housing 65, and the cam pulley 71 is integrally formed on the outer housing 63. 

[0032] 

An annular helical gear 73 is interposed between the inner and outer housings 65 and 63. 
The helical gear 73 has helical splines on the inner and outer peripheries. The helical 
splines are engaged with the outer periphery of the inner housing 65 and the inner 
periphery of the outer housing 63, respectively, by which as the helical gear 73 is axially 
moved, the inner housing 65 is rotated relatively to the outer housing 63 and the phase of 
the camshaft 72 is changed in relation to the cam pulley 71. 

[0033] 

A hydraulic chamber 75 is formed by the inner housing 65, outer housing 63, and helical 
gear 73, serving as an actuator. When the oil pressure force introduced in the hydraulic 
chamber 75 exceeds a pre determined value, the helical gear 73 is axially moved from the 
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initial position against a return spring 74, and the camshaft 72 is rotated in the direction 
the opening/closing time of the intake valves 9 is advanced. 

[0034] 

When the helical gear 73 is in the initial position, the opening/closing time of the intake 
valves 9 is relatively delayed, as shown in the top and bottom sections of Fig.5. When the 
helical gear 73 is at the most shifted position, as shown in the middle section of Fig.5, the 
opening/closing time of the intake valves 9 is relatively advanced. 

[0035] 

The discharge oil pressure from the oil pump 57 is introduced into the hydraulic chamber 
75 via a shaft bore 78 formed in the camshaft 72, an oil gallery 59 formed in a cy Under 
head 69, an orifice 77, and a main gallery 58 formed in a cylinder block 68. 

[0036] 

In order to appropriately release the oil pressure, an electromagnetic changeover switch 79 
that is opened/closed according to engine operation conditions is provided at the other end 
of the camshaft 72. When not energized, the electromagnetic changeover switch 79 opens 
the shaft bore 78 as shown in the figure to lower the oil pressure introduced in the 
hydraulic chamber 75. When energized, the electromagnetic changeover switch 79 closes 
the shaft bore 78 to increase the oil pressure introduced in the hydraulic chamber 75. 

[0037] 

A control unit 51 that controls the energizing of the electromagnetic changeover switches 
45 and 79 is provided as a control means for the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 and 
valve timing adjustment mechanism 70. 

[0038] 

The control unit 51 receives engine rotation signals, engine load signals, cooling water 
temperature signals, supercharge pressure signals for intake gas of a supercharger, 
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lubricating oil temperatures and, based on the values detected, smoothly changes the 
valve lift property while preventing abrupt changes in engine torque. 

[0039] 

An oil pressure sensor 80 that detects the lubricating oil pressure is provided on the 
lubricating system of the internal combustion engine at an appropriate position. 
Detection signals from the oil pressure sensor 80 are supplied to the control unit 51. The 
lubricating oil pressure can be deduced based on other parameters in stead of directly 
detecting it as described above. 

[0040] 

Further, a warning light 81 is provided to attract attention of the driver when the oil 
pressure is lowered. 

[0041] 

Effects of the above embodiment are described hereafter. 
[0042] 

Fig.5 is an illustration showing the control over the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 
and valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 according to engine operation conditions. As 
shown in the figure, the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 selects the high speed cam 22 
and the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 controls the opening/closing time for delay 
during the high speed engine operation, thereby increasing valve overlap. The high speed 
cam 22 is used when the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism 40 is ON and the low speed cam 21 is used when it is OFF. The 
opening/closing time is advanced when the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 of the 
valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is ON and the opening/closing time is delayed 
when it is OFF. Consequently, the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 is ON and the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 79 is OFF during high speed engine operation. 



[0043] 
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During low speed and high load engine operation, the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 
is OFF and the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 is ON, at which time the low speed 
cam 21 is used and the opening/closing time is advanced. 

[0044] 

During the low speed and low load engine operation, the electromagnetic changeover 
valves 45 and 79 are OFF, and the low speed cam 21 is used and the opening/closing time 
is delayed. 

[0045] 

The electromagnetic changeover valves 45 and 79 are switched ON or OFF based on 
engine operation conditions or engine loads and rotation numbers with reference to a 
control map provided in the control unit 51. The electromagnetic changeover valves 45 
and 79 are controlled based on individual control maps. In the rough classification of 
Fig.5, they are not ON at the same time. In practice, their ON periods partially overlap 
and they can be ON at the same time. 

[0046] 

On the other hand, the control unit 51 constantly monitors the lubricating oil pressure 
based on the oil pressure detected by the oil pressure sensor 80 as to whether the 
lubricating oil pressure is not excessively lowered. When the oil pressure is lower than a 
pre-determined oil pressure, the warning light 81 is turned on and the switching on of the 
electromagnetic changeover valves 45 and 79 is inhibited. 

[0047] 

Figs. 6 and 7 are flowcharts showing an actual control flow. Engine operation conditions 
such as engine load and rotation numbers are read in Step 1 of the main flowchart of Fig.6 
and a determination is made as to whether or not they are in the ON range of the valve 
timing adjustment mechanism 70 or the electromagnetic valve 79 in Step 2. If they don't 
fall into the ON range, the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 is switched OFF in Step 3. 
On the other hand, if they are in the ON range, the state of a first authorization flag FT 
based on the oil pressure is checked in Step 4. The first authorization flag FT has "1" for 
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authorizing the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 to be switched ON or "0" for 
inhibiting the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 from being switched ON. Therefore, 
when the authorization FT is "1" in Step 4, the electromagnetic changeover valve .79 is 
switched ON in Step 5. When the authorization FT is "0, w the electromagnetic 
changeover valve 79 is switched OFF in Step 3. In Step 6, a determination is made as to 
whether or not the engine operation conditions fall into the ON range of the valve lift 
adjustment mechanism 40 or the electromagnetic changeover valve 45. When they are in 
the ON range, the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 is switched ON provided that a 
second authorization flag FL is "1" for authorizing the ON (Steps 8 and 9). Otherwise, the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 45 is switched OFF in Step 7. 

[0048] 

The authorization flags FT and FL are set according to the flowchart in Fig.7. An oil 
pressure P detected by the oil pressure sensor 80 is read in Step 11. The oil pressure P is 
compared with a first pre-determined oil pressure PI and a second pre'determined oil 
pressure P2 in Steps 12 and 16, respectively. When the actual oil pressure P is higher 
than the first pre-determined oil pressure PI, the first authorization flag FT is given "1" 
(Step 13). When it is not higher than the first pre-determined oil pressure PI, the first 
authorization flag FT is given "0" (Step 14) and the warning light 81 is turned on to 
indicate the lowered oil pressure (Step 15). Similarly, when the actual oil pressure P is 
higher than the second pre-determined oil pressure P2, the second authorization flag FL is 
given "1" (Step 17). When it is not higher than the second pre-determined oil pressure P2, 
the second authorization flag FL is given "0" (Step 18). The first pre-determined oil 
pressure PI that inhibits the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 or the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 79 from being switched ON is higher than the second 
pre-determined oil pressure P2 that inhibits the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 or the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 45 from being switched ON. 

[0049] 

Therefore, when the oil pressure is excessively lowered, for example, because of elevated 
lubrication oil temperatures, the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 is first switched 
OFF and, then, the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 is switched OFF in this 
embodiment. The two electromagnetic changeover valves, or the valve timing adjustment 
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mechanism 70 and the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40, are switched over with a small 
time lag, not simultaneously, whereby alleviating torque fluctuations. 

[0050] 

When the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is switched OFF and the valve lift 
property is changed, the internal combustion engine power is reduced, preventing the 
lubricating oil temperature from being further elevated. In addition, the lubricating oil is 
urged to cool down. Therefore, when the lowered oil pressure is a result of elevated oil 
temperatures, the oil pressure may be recovered after the electromagnetic change over 
valve 79 of the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is switched OFF. In such a case, 
switching OFF the electromagnetic change over valve 45 of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism 40 may be avoided. Particularly, the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 
having valve lift properties changed continuously is first switched OFF, further alleviating 
abrupt torque fluctuations. Consequently, switchover of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism 40 having relatively large torque fluctuations can be avoided to the extent 
possible.. 

[0051] 

Fig.8 shows another embodiment where the authorization flags FT and FL are set in a 
different manner. In this embodiment, oil pressure P detected by the oil pressure sensor 
80 is read in Step 21 and compared with the first pre-determined oil pressure Pi in Step 

22. Also in this embodiment, the first pre-determined oil pressure Pi that inhibits the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 79 from being switched ON is higher than the second 
pre-determined oil pressure P2 that inhibits the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 from 
being switched ON. If the actual oil pressure P is higher than the first pre-determined oil 
pressure Pi, the first and the second authorization flags FT and FL are given "1" in Step 

23. If it is not higher than the first pre-determined oil pressure PI, the first 
authorization flag FT is given "0" in Step 24 and the warning light 81 is turned on in Step 
25. In Step 26, a determination is made as to whether or not the engine operation 
conditions fall into the OFF range of the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 or the 
electromagnetic changeover valve 45. When they are in the OFF range, the second 
authorization flag FL is given "0" in Step 27. When they are not in the OFF range; 
namely, they are in the ON range, the oil pressure P is compared with the second 

pre determined oil pressure P2 in Step 28. When it is not higher than the second 
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pre determined oil pressure P2, the second authorization flag FL is given "0." 
[0052] 

In the event that the lubricating oil pressure is abnormally lowered in this embodiment, 
the electromagnetic changeover valve 79 of the valve timing adjustment mechanism 70 is 
returned to OFF and the internal combustion engine power is reduced as soon as PI £ P is 
observed. The electromagnetic changeover valve 45 of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism 40 stays ON while PI ^ P > P2 provided that the operation conditions fall into 
the ON range of the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 of the valve lift adjustment 
mechanism 40. Once they are in the OFF range, the electromagnetic changeover valve 45 
of the valve lift adjustment mechanism 40 is fixed to OFF. Therefore, no abrupt toque 
drop occurs in the internal combustion engine during the high speed driving, which 
otherwise produces an unpleasant sensation. Because the switching from OFF to ON is 
inhibited, a forced switching from ON to OFF is less likely to occur when P2 > P is 
observed. Hence, unexpected torque fluctuations can be prevented to the extent possible. 

[0053] 

The present invention is described above using an embodiment in which the present 
invention is applied to an internal combustion engine having two variable valve system 
mechanisms on the intake part. The present invention can be applied to an internal 
combustion engine having a large number of variable valve system mechanisms. When 
three or more variable valve system mechanisms are used, those that may probably 
simultaneously operate under the same operation conditions are given different 
pre-determined oil pressures. 

[0054] 

The present invention can be applied to variable valve system mechanisms provided both 
on the intake part and on the exhaust part. Figs. 9 and 10 show the flowcharts of an 
embodiment where variable valve system mechanisms are provided both on the intake 
part and on the exhaust part. Fig.9 is a flowchart to control the electromagnetic 
changeover valves of the intake and exhaust variable valve system mechanisms. Similar 
to the flowchart of Fig.6 described above, the electromagnetic changeover valves are set for 
ON or OFF based on findings relating to the intake and exhaust ON ranges (Steps 32 and 
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36) and the findings relating to an intake authorization flag Fi and an exhaust 
authorization flag Fe (Steps 34 and 38). 

[0055] 

Fig. 10 is a flowchart similar to that of Fig.7 to explain how the authorization flags Fi and 
Fe are set. An oil pressure P detected by the oil sensor 80 is read in Step 41 and 
compared with an exhaust pre-determined oil pressure Pe and an intake pre-determined 
oil pressure Pi in Steps 42 and 46, respectively. When the actual oil pressure P is higher 
than the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure Pe, the exhaust authorization flag Fe is 
given "1" (Step 43). When it is not higher than the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure 
Pe, the exhaust authorization flag Fe is given "0" and the warning light 81 is turned on 
(Steps 44 and 45). Similarly, when the actual oil pressure P is higher than the intake 
pre-determined oil pressure Pi, the intake authorization flag Fi is "1" (Step 47). When it 
is not higher than the intake pre-determined oil pressure Pi, the intake authorization flag 
Fi is "0" (Step 48). Here, the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure Pe for inhibiting the 
exhaust variable valve system mechanism from being switched ON is higher than the 
intake pre-determined oil pressure Pi for inhibiting the intake variable valve system 
mechanism from being switched ON. 

[0056] 

Therefore, when the lubricating oil pressure is abnormally lowered, the exhaust variable 
valve system mechanism is first returned to OFF and, then, the intake variable valve 
system mechanism is returned to OFF in this embodiment. Hence, the internal 
combustion engine power is reduced, preventing the oil temperature from going up, which 
otherwise may cause the lubrication oil pressure to drop. In this process, the exhaust and 
intake variable valve system mechanisms are switched over with a small time lag, not 
simultaneously, alleviating torque fluctuations. Particularly, the exhaust variable valve 
system mechanism having less influence on torque is first switched OFF, which causes the 
driver less unpleasant sensation. 

[0057] 

Fig.ll shows another embodiment of setting the authorization flags Fi and Fe. In this 
embodiment, similarly to Fig.8, an oil pressure P detected by the oil sensor 80 is read in 
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Step 51 and compared with the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure Pe in Step 52. Also 
in this embodiment, the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure Pe for inhibiting the exhaust 
variable valve system mechanism from being switched ON is higher than the intake 
predetermined oil pressure Pi for inhibiting the intake variable valve system mechanism 
from being switched ON. When the actual oil pressure P is higher than the exhaust 
pre-determined oil pressure Pe, the exhaust and intake authorization flags Fe and Fi are 
given "l"in Step 53. When it is not higher than the exhaust pre-determined oil pressure 
Pe, the exhaust authorization flag Fe is given "0" in Step 54 and the warning light 81 is 
turned on in Step 55. Then, in Step 56, a determination is made as to whether or not the 
operation conditions fall into the OFF range of the electromagnetic changeover valve of the 
intake variable valve system mechanism. When they are in the OFF range, the intake 
authorization flag Fi is given "0" in Step 57. When they are not in the OFF range; namely, 
they are in the ON range, the oil pressure P is compared with the intake pre-determined 
oil pressure Pi in Step 58. When it is not higher than the intake pre-determined oil 
pressure Pi, the intake authorization flag Fi is given "0" in Step 57. 

[0058] 

In the event that the lubricating oil pressure is abnormally lowered in this embodiment, 
the exhaust variable valve system mechanism having less influence on torque is returned 
to OFF and the internal combustion engine power is reduced as soon as Pe > P is observed. 
The intake variable valve system mechanism stays ON while Pe > P > Pi provided that the 
operation conditions fall into the ON range of the intake variable valve system mechanism. 
Once they are in the OFF range, the intake variable valve system mechanism is fixed to 
OFF Therefore, no abrupt toque drop occurs in the internal combustion engine during 
the high speed driving, which otherwise yields unpleasant sensation. Because switching 
from OFF to ON is inhibited, a forced switching from ON to OFF less likely occurs when Pi 
> P is observed, thereby preventing unintended torque fluctuations. 

[0059] 

[Efficacy of the invention] 

As apparent from the description above, in the present invention, when the lubricating oil 
pressure is excessively lowered, the variable valve system mechanisms are returned to 
their initial states, preventing malfunction due to insufficient oil pressure, lb do so, 
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multiple variable valve system mechanisms are successively switched over based on the oil 
pressure, and not simultaneously, alleviating torque fluctuations. 

[0060] 

Particularly in the invention according to Claim 2, the variable valve system mechanism 
having valve lift properties changed continuously is switched over first and, then, the 
variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise is 
switched over later, further alleviating torque fluctuations. The oil pressure may be 
recovered because of the reduced power, avoiding to the extent possible switching over a 
variable valve system mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise. 

[0061] 

In the invention according to Claim 3, the oil pressure supply to the variable valve system 
mechanism having valve lift properties changed stepwise is inhibited, preventing a 
subsequent unexpected switching from happening. 

[0062] 

Particularly, where a mechanism to switch between the low speed and high speed cams for 
changing the valve lift property is used as is in Claim 4, preventing the switching of the 
mechanism in association with the lowered oil pressure as much as possible leads to 
preventing abrupt torque fluctuations. 

[0063] 

In the invention according to Claim 5, the exhaust part having less influence on torque is 
first switched over, reducing torque fluctuations. 
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[Brief explanation of the drawings] 

Fig.l is an illustration showing an embodiment of the variable valve system mechanism 

according to the present invention. 

Fig.2 is an enlarged plane view of the rocker arm part. 

Fig.3 is a cross-sectional view of the rocker arm part. 

Fig.4 is a cross*sectional view of the valve timing adjustment mechanism. 

Fig.5 is an illustration showing the valve lift property of the embodiment. 

Fig.6 is a flowchart showing the control flow over the variable valve system mechanisms 

according to engine operation conditions. 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing the process to set the authorization flags based on the oil 
pressure. 

Fig.8 is a flowchart showing another embodiment. 

Fig.9 is a flowchart showing an embodiment where the variable valve system mechanism 
is provided both on the intake valve part and on the exhaust valve part. 
Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing the process to set the intake and exhaust authorization flags 
based on the oil pressure. 

Fig. 11 is a flowchart showing another embodiment of setting the intake and exhaust 
authorization flags. 

[Legend] 



40 ... valve lift adjustment mechanism 
45 ... electromagnetic changeover valve 
51 ... control unit 

70 ... valve timing adjustment mechanism 

79 ... electromagnetic changeover valve 

80 ... oil pressure sensor 
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[Fig.l] 

40 ... valve lift adjustment mechanism 
45 ... electromagnetic changeover valve 
51 ... control unit 

70 ... valve timing adjustment mechanism 

79 ... electromagnetic changeover valve 

80 ... oil pressure sensor 

81 ... warning light 
(below the control unit (51)) 
load, rotation number 
[Fig.2] 

[Fig.3] 
[Fig.4] 
[Fig.5] 
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[Fig. 10] 




START 





Translation of JPH08-1 77436 24 

541 read oil pressure P 

542 Pe:P? 

543 Fe=l 

544 Fe = 0 

545 warning light turned on 

546 Pi:P? 

547 Fi = 1 

548 Fi = 0 
RETURN 



Continued from the front page 
(72) Inventor Makoto NAKAMURA 

do Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. 

2 Takara-cho, Kanagawa-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 



